
Nine Mile Falls School District  Procedure 2331P 

Controversial Issues/Guest Speakers 

Teaching About Controversial Issues 

The following procedures will be followed when controversial curriculum material is to be pre-
sented to classes: 

1. The material is to be reviewed by the teacher and the principal.  Deletions and addi-
tions may be made at this point. 

2. Annually (preferably at the beginning of the school year/semester) parents will be no-
tified of the district’s intent to teach subject matter or activity in question, and a time 
will be provided for parents to review the materials to be used and the course outline 
or curriculum guide.  Parents will be notified of any subsequent subject mat-
ter/activity that may need to be presented during the school year. 

3. Permission/notification slips (2331F-1) will be given to each student to deliver to the 
parents/guardian for completion and signature, and then returned to the school.  If the 
signed permission/notification slip is not returned, the district will treat the situation 
as negating permission to participate in the curriculum/activity.  The student will not 
be allowed to participate in the stipulated subject matter/activity (see #4). 

4. Constructive alternative uses of class time will be provided for those students whose 
parents do not elect (or return the permission/notification slip) to have their child par-
ticipate. 

5. Parents will have the opportunity to annually review the curriculum at the beginning 
of the school year/semester/or prior to the activity to ascertain any subject area(s) 
they feel to be controversial.  It is the parent’s responsibility to notify the teacher(s) if 
they deem specific subject matter/activity to be controversial. 

It is essential that any controversial material be presented in a mature, intelligent, and non-
facetious manner.  If there is any indication of deviation from this, principals are instructed to 
discontinue the course/activity immediately. 

The district recognizes the following as examples of Controversial Courses: 

• Instruction involving sexual relations 

• Instruction on religious philosophies 

Possible Controversial Activities: 

• Holiday Parties (i.e., Halloween, Christmas, Valentine’s Day, Easter) 

To Register Concerns About Controversial Issues: 

1. If there is a concern about the instructional materials being utilized (i.e., text book, li-
brary book, required reading, etc.) refer to Procedure 2021P Instructional Materials. 

2. If there is a concern about subject matter that arises during a lecture, writing assign-
ments, etc. the parent(s) should follow the procedure as outlined in Complaints Con-
cerning Programs 4220P. 
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Guest Speakers 
The following procedures will be in effect when guest speakers are being considered for use in 
the classroom: 

When a teacher believes that a guest speaker will contribute to the curriculum by helping to 
achieve the goals and objectives of the course, the staff member will follow the procedure set out 
below. 

1. At least two weeks before the date the speaker will visit, the teacher will notify the 
principal on the attached form (2331F-2) whom he/she wants to invite, how the 
speaker’s topic will relate to the curriculum, and when the speaker will visit. 

Any teacher may request a waiver of the two-week notice period and any principal 
may grant such a waiver in order to accommodate the scheduling of a speaker on 
short notice.  However, such a waiver shall be at the sole discretion of the principal 
and the previous grating of such waivers shall not obligate any principal to grant a 
waiver for any future request. 

2. If the teacher and the principal believe the guest speaker’s topic is controversial, they 
will develop a plan whereby the issue(s) can be presented in an objective unbiased 
manner. 

3. In the event the speaker’s topic is determined to be controversial, the teacher will no-
tify students beforehand that any student who does not wish to attend the presentation 
may have an alternative assignment. 

4. Unless the principal approves otherwise, the teacher will not allow non-class mem-
bers to hear the speaker. 

5. If the principal has reason to believe that the appearance of the guest speaker would 
not contribute to the curriculum or would be harmful to the students, he/she may deny 
the appearance of the guest speaker.  If the teacher disagrees with the denial, he/she 
may appeal to the superintendent to determine whether the speaker should be al-
lowed. 
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